
The essential questions surrounding NWEA MAP test 
data interpretation and SMART goal setting

How to Use NWEA MAP Test Data to Help 
Students Succeed in the Way That Actually 
Works



Introduction
Inna Collier Paske, M.S. & M.A.Ed.
Principal at St. Pascal Regional Catholic School (SPRCS)

● 7th year as a principal at SPRCS
● Former K-12 School Counselor, ESL Teacher

icollierpaske@stpascalschool.org

https://www.linkedin.com/in/inna-collier-paske-a15976b0?utm_source=share&utm_campaign=share_via&utm_content=profile&utm_medium=ios_app


Agenda
• Using NWEA MAP data as a foundation for ILPs
• What are ILPs?
• Which NWEA Reports do we use?
• What does ILP process look like?
• Next Steps



SPR - Pillars



● Using high quality curriculum 
● Teaching grade-level standards
● Scaffolding and enrichment when needed
● Differentiation vs. universal design in 

interventions
● Growth mindset 
● Instilling a lifelong learning mentality

We Believe in Academic Excellence



St. Pascal’s NWEA Test Data



Key Advantages to Using NWEA MAP data 
as a foundation for ILPs

Objective Benchmarking
Personalized Learning
Growth Monitoring
Data-Informed Decisions
Parent Engagement
Accountability and Transparency
High Test Scores



Student NWEA MAP Achievement 
Norms



Internalizing Data to Improve NWEA MAP Scores
Identifying Next Steps in Instruction

● We pinpoint areas for targeted instruction based on students' needs
● We detect and address foundational skills or "missing building blocks" for each student

Delivering Differentiated Instruction Across Grade Levels

● Ensuring all students receive instruction tailored to their unique learning needs
● Integrating a high-quality curriculum and introducing complementary skills for comprehensive 

learning

Engaging and Communicating with Families

● Sharing insights into each student’s progress and areas for growth
● Providing actionable ways for families to support learning at home





ILP Facts
• Our ILPs are based on NWEA MAP data.
• ILPs are stored in the School Shared Google Drive. 
• They have two goals for math and reading. Goals are based on the individual 

projected NWEA MAP scores. 
• The skill is chosen from the learning continuum.
• Strategies reflect differentiation for each student.
• At the end there is a recommendation of what families can do at home to help with 

that specific skill. 
• After winter and spring testing teachers write goal reflections.



When are ILPs written?
● NWEA Testing Window - Fall (September), Winter (January), Spring (May)

○ Teachers and administrators meet and discuss data
○ Teachers write the SMART strategies and implement them

● After the next testing window:
○ Teachers and administrators meet and discuss the new data - what stories 

does it tell?
○ Teachers write reflections about their teaching practices
○ Teacher write new SMART strategies and implement them



When are ILPs shared?
● Teachers share ILPs with:

○ Students - after they are written, in a one-on-one conference (Middle 
school)

○ Families - during Fall and Spring parent/teacher conferences
○ Tutors and volunteers - when they are utilized within the school
○ Specialist teachers - cross-curricular learning is added when needed



Family Connection
• Student success is 30% 

what happens in school 
and 70% what happens 
at home.

• ILP Cover Sheet for 
Home

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under 
CC BY-NC-ND

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KNHa-6myVpI2jgmBvP_DtGe-JhTpcKoA/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=113952060588577249366&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/module/fam/cresource/q1/p01/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Benefits of Individual Learning Process 
1. Improved Test Scores: Data-driven proof of enhanced student performance.

2. Targeted Troubleshooting: Pinpointing skill or motivation issues for 
specific teacher support.

3. Enhanced Feedback: Tailored, actionable feedback for teacher growth.

4. Increased Student Engagement: Clear goals boost student investment.

5. Satisfied Parents: Personalized attention for all students.

6. Real-time Data Access: Instant, informative updates for parents.



Which NWEA reports do we use?

• NWEA Map 

https://start.mapnwea.org/


Intentionally Choose Focus Strands
Whole-Class Strand:

● Whole-Picture View of Your Class
● Identify which strand had the lowest average score across the class

Personal Strand:

● Laser-Focus on Individual Students
● Determine which strand each student scored the lowest on individually



Intentionally choose a skill





Write an intentional strategy
Skill: Telling time
Strategy: Once a week, in a small group, Manny will 
practice telling time with a manipulative clock. He 
will tell time to the hour and half hour until mastery, 
then telling time to the minute will be introduced.



This strategy is SMART!
Once a week, in a small group, Manny will practice telling time 
with a manipulative clock. He will tell time to the hour and half 
hour until mastery, then telling time to the minute will be 
introduced.

When/how often - grouping - specific materials - specific skill - 
leaving room for mastery and growth





Intentionally share learning with families



Example of 
an ILP

ILP 
Templates

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1E-MctRcc4eYvCqPI9SB_-qMbYc4EjJsz?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1E-MctRcc4eYvCqPI9SB_-qMbYc4EjJsz?usp=drive_link


Example of 
an ILP, 

continued





Goal Reflection Example



Next Steps 
● Print out your NWEA MAP test scores
● Determine your class’s lowest strand, on average
● Refer back to your learning continuum to find the specific skills in that strand
● Choose one that you “don’t usually get to” and find a way to fit it into your 

schedule
● After winter testing reflect on your testing scores. The intention is to reflect 

on pacing, curriculum, and instructional strategies to determine if there are 
things that are working that should continue, and/or if there are any needs to 
address before the end of the year. 



Next Steps (Continued)
Reflect after winter testing:

• Were there any new instructional strategies that you implemented from Winter to Spring 
when teaching Math and ELA as a result of data you received for the MAP test or other 
classroom data? (i.e: 1 day of the week to be supplemental strand focused, ILP folders, packet 
work, 20-minute mini lessons, full class instruction, small group instruction, ability grouping, 
math and reading apps, timed tests, pre-testing units)

• Did you feel that this was successful to support student growth? (i.e: What went well for this 
strategy? What went poorly? Did it seem to help lower or higher students?)

• Is there something you would like to implement/adjust going forward? (i.e: should an 
intervention be continued, changed, something different implemented, not successful at all?)



Learn More
“Examining COVID-19 
learning recovery: A case 
study in individualized 
learning plans” By Risa 
Sackman, Felix Fernandez 
and Liza Rodler

https://connectedandengaged.fhi360.org/examining-covid-19-learning-recovery-a-case-study-in-individualized-learning-plans/
https://connectedandengaged.fhi360.org/examining-covid-19-learning-recovery-a-case-study-in-individualized-learning-plans/
https://connectedandengaged.fhi360.org/examining-covid-19-learning-recovery-a-case-study-in-individualized-learning-plans/
https://connectedandengaged.fhi360.org/examining-covid-19-learning-recovery-a-case-study-in-individualized-learning-plans/


Contact:
Inna Collier Paske, Principal

icollierpaske@stpascalschool.org

mailto:icollierpaske@stpascalschool.org

